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things I, Gods caſting out with his people, 
3 caſting our his people. 
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is were the anſwer ofthe mourners and enquirers in 
Scotland) bis ſalvation is neer them that fear him, thar glory 
dwell inour land. So thatthele are three very different 
2. Gods 
3. Gods caſting off his people. 
5. God mayreje one generation of a Church or nation , 
as 2 generation of his wrath, and yet his Covenant ſtand 
with that ſame Nation or Church , witneſs that generation, 


_ # with whom the Lord was grieved 4o years, and whole car- 
Z caſles fell in the wilderneſs, 


'6, God may caſt off the incorporation 'of a Church or 
Nation, whereof ſometimes he reſerves a remnant to whom 
he will be gracious , and with whom he wil eſtabliſh his Co- 
venant. Paul. Rom. 11. atthe beginning ſhewes , that be it 
6a Iſrael as it will, God will not caſt off his own Ele& , 

ch as he himſelf was. And Rom.9. 27. though a num- 
ber like the ſand of the ſea be deſtroyed, yes a remnant | hall 
be ſaved, ſayes Iſa.10 21,22. And that isay the grand conſo- 


-lation , when all goes to all; of all the father has given bim 


Chriſt will loſenone. Toh, 6.39. Aſon of perdition , when 
he meets with a tentation , may go from Chriſts very elbow 
both to hell and to the halter at once ; but however ſuch may 
be lent to Chriſt to make uſe of in a common ſervice for 2 
rime , yet certain it is, that they have never been given him 
for ſalvation. Tet God is good to Iſrael Pſ. 73. x, But 
here two diſtin&ions are fit to beremembred.- The ' x. is, 


' Pauls diſtin&tion. Rom. g. 6. betwixt Iirael', and cheſe that 


are of Iſrael, Common Profeſſors, carnal hypocrites may 
expect little mercy in a time of publick off caſting of 2 
Church or Nation. The ſecond diftin&tion is of Hoſea in 


this Chap: betwixt the Children of an whore, and the | 


Children of her whoredomes. x. This whoriſh Churchhad 


4 Lawfully begotten children Ammi & Ruhamah , to whom 


the Prophet” (wholikewile himſelfwas one , and a brother 


of theſe children) is commanded to apply himſelf, and theſe 
then were few in time of this publick apoſtacy. v. 4.. of this 


-Chap, are the ill begotten children of her whordomes , 
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i x0 namesin the Chap. 1. were called Loantmi and Lory« | 
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. - Hamab, and theſe were,many, The Children of who 
' domes are theſe who ,comply in judgment or pra&ice wit 
the common courſe of a Churches Apoſtacy , whoſe faith 


and principles'(if they have any) arc not the fruit ofthe im4 


Mortal ſeed of the.incorrupted word of God, but of thein- 
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ventions and commandments of men, or of the deluſions {# tt 


or impoſtures of Satan, which their adulterous mother the 


'-Church, that ſo breedsthem , (who is damned , for that i 


the hath forſaken her faith) is ſo ſent off, Ifa'woman be a 


gaddy light perſon, it may readily render the children ſuſpec- - 


ted ; but 1! ſhe be an arrant notorious whore, then it is too 


likely. And in the caſe of Religion 'tis almoſt neceſſar and - | 


certain, that S! mater meretrix , filia talis erit. - If the 
mother be a whore, the daughter will beſuchalſo, & ſo 
the Proverb ſhall be fulfilled, EzZek.16. 44- 4s is the mother, 
ſois the daughter. Papiſts breed their children Papiſts , and 
other folk breed their children ſuch as themſelves are, few 
_ children makes their fathers religion better, and therefore 
ſad is the caſe of young ones thart fall into corrupt times , and 
{ad is the condition of theſe times , wherein young ones are 
bred corrupt, There is little appearance (if ſoveraign 
goodneſs interpoſe not) thatthey ſhall be better in haſte, be- 
cauſe a perſon ordinarily perſifts in thofe principles 
where with he hath been firſt poſſeſt by education ; for - 
- Solomon tells us, that whatſoever way a chil 
child is trained up, he will not depart from it when he 1s 
old. And quoſemel eſt imbuta , &c. a new veſſel will keep 
the firſt ſcent long. But moreover there is a real ground'of 


fear , that ſuch times ſhall ſtill grow worſe and worſe , for , 


evil beginnings ſhall have worſe proceedings: and they pro- 
ceed (ayes the Prophet Teremiqh. g. 3. from. evil coworſe. 
Evil men and ſeducers ſhall wax worſe and worſe , deceiving 
and being deceived. 2.Tim. 3.13, TI hid me (fayes Iſa. 57. 
17.) and was wrotb , he went on frowardly, and what ſhall 
be the end of this © Ifrhe Lord had not vid what followes. 
inv. 18. T have ſeen his wayes and will heal bim.  Prelacy 
will breed Popery , to which ic naturally inclines prophan 
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| lighcneſs ,'and luxuriouſneſs of wanton-witr | 
th # eſpecially (but God be thanked theirſkill is nor fo} 
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neſs will make ftraight to Atheiſme & barbarity ;{gndrance 
will nouriſh ſuperſtition, formality , Came” 2, 0/44. Bf 
ted 


-A F4 their will > northeir wit ſo great as their wantonnels ; they 
1- i. are like ill fayoured whores , out of caſe todo:worſe, 'and 
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therefore they muſt entertain their Paramours with painting 
for beguty , and with complements for courteſy) will foſter 
hereſy, ceremonies , ſtraight way will learn to ſay Maſs , 
and then Kvp.s 5Aenoor. Lord help.it. Bur the other ſor of 
Children, that are the Children of the whore, yet notof 


. her whoredomes , but of her marriage-bed, are'th ofe 


whoſe faith is the Offipring of thar firſt taith of the Apo ſtat 
Church, and ofthat unſpotted chaſt Religion , which ſhe 
profeſſed before ſhe forſooke her firſt faith,and brake herCo- 
venant of Marriage. And theſe who own the righteous father, 
whom the whorihh mother hath diſhonoured 2nd forſaken , 
and who with grief and ſhame make mention of the lewdneſs 
of theirmother,and who mourn for her bakflidings,and plead 
(as they are here commanded in v. 2.) for the honour and 
right of their father; with theſe it ſhall not fare worſe for their 
mothers cauſe , for they are fellow ſufferers of reproach with 
their father ; they bear his name , nor will they deny his in- 
tereſt inthem 5; for they are 4mm1, neither will he refuſe 
them fatherly kindneſs and duty, for they are Ruhamah to 
him. And though their baſe mother by adultering her faith 
doth forfault her dowry of a true Church, yer theirrigh- 
teous father will find himſelf obliged by their mothers mar- 
riage-Covenant, and Contra&t, to give them the inhert- 


'tance of lawfully begotten children ; and they ſhall be 


kept and brought up in his houſe, when ſhe ſhall be ſent off 
to call herlovers back with her adulterouns brats at her foot , 
who cried daily toBaalim.1f I might infiſt,this conſideration” 
would clear well the caſe betwixt us and the Popith Church, 
But to ſpeak to a purpoſe neerer us. If our mother deboard 


letus tell her of it, and plead with her ; if that cannot help 
it, let us be (ory forit, bur let us not 1nany thing be par= 


takers of her adulteries with her, leſt we bethoughtba- 


B5 * Rards, 


WW 


. 4 **w OY z 


La i IIS es 
—4 oY S f. 3d \ | ha £1 
th Z "0 
'- 


FIG 


= 
; 
Cem 


x Ao; 


the wanton , under all that mercy , yet my NE forbears 
olently to re- 


than of him. Then the Lord , who cannot endure to be ſo 
fardiſparaged, as to haye it faid, thatrthere is any fellow- 
ſhip or ſervice as good as his, finds is now time that ſhe be 
taught, that ſhe can no where doſo well, as with her own 
huſ band, and this ſhe muſt learn in the wilderneſs , where 
he remembers mercy in the midft of wrath: and (as it were) 
forgets what even now he had been ſaying, and from 
threatning , falls a comforting and alluring of her , and there 


,  entertaines her withthe moſt convincing expreſſions of love 


and reſpet, And we may mark (eſpecially in that Text 
propoſed) how the Lord loves not to tell his people ill 
newes , and that he deſires in a manner totine his threatnings 


- inthetelling (ifit would be for his peoples good) atleaſt to 


tell them {o cannily , and convey them in ſo artificially, and 
(as it were) inſenfibly and on the by ; and withall to drop 
them out ſo ſparingly, ſo as they may neither hide nor hin- 


ger his great defigne of love and alluring in mercy, T 7 al. 
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time to ſuch a on were no mercy or a cruel mercy ; ſuch 
as are the cruel] 
ſhew wicked mens mercies , nor cruell mercies to his people. +, 
I compare the mercies of God to his people in all his wayes, / * 
x £-,to a white, threed ina web running through many dark Co- 
lours ; A Child, or one that knowes no better , will think 
that at every diſappearing of the white , there's no white 
there » but when they look to the inner fide, they find the 
' 5 whiteappearing there , that was (as they thought) interrup- 

'* ted and loſt on the other ſide, Evenlſo are the mercies of 
the Lord, which endure for ever to his people,ranning unin- _ 
terruptedly through all his diſpenſations to them; and if they 
point at any black part of the web, and aſk, where is vour 
white threed now © If they pitch upon any ſad diſpenſation 

"of providence, and aſk what mercy is here? I will bid 
them look the inner fide, for we muſtnot judge by .appea- 
rance, but we muſt judge righteous judgment. There is 2 
diſappearing white threed in all the blackeſt and moſt aflic- 
ting lots of Saints ; and if any have not faith to believe this 
18 an hour and power ofdarkneſs , yet [ ſhall wiſh them the 

i atience to wait till they ſee the white threed kyth again in 

8: - its own place, and till they find undeniable mercy (that will 

. not ſuffer it ſelf to be miſtaken) tryſt them upon. the borders 

"3 of the dark valley, for mercy followes themall the dayes of 

7. theirlife. Pl. 23. 6. and ſometimes it will compaſs them 

'* ronnd. Pf. 32.10. In a word all the ourfallings that. are 
| between God and his people are amantium ire , and that 3 $ 
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OF butamorisredintegratio. Lovers caſt oat and agree againg 
=& _ andſoareGod and his people , mercy ſhall con 


_ 


| clude all that 
pales betwixtthem, and that mercy is joyned with truth , ,_ 
- for God hath ſaid it, and he was never worſe than his word 
0 any man, but to many , many times much better, .You + 
ſee here (which confirmes the point not alittle) what awilde 
piece the 15 to whom the Lord dothall this ; neither'min- 
ding God , nor his Covenant, nor Commandments , but. 
courting her loyers, and following her lightneſs , and yer - 
the Lord purſues her (little worth and ljghe as ſhe is) courts 
her, and invites her to come home, All this is ſtrange , and. 
yet all this is bur like God , thatthe holy one of Iſrael ſhould 
choole (like the Adullamite Iudab's friend ; Gen. 38. 21. go 
ſeek a harlot by the way fide. Butconſfider, 1. when the 
Lord married her, he knew all the faults that followed her, 
and took her with them all. If God had not before known 
what ſhe would prove , it might ſeeme ſtrange that he thus. 
ſuites her ; butifchere be any thing to be admired here , it's 
| his firſt love to her , whom he kney to be ſuch a one. 2. But 
where will the Lord do better? Whereis there any inthe 
world, that without his own undertaking would ſerve him 
otherwiſe 5 And therefore tzH the Lord finds a better match 
he thinks, and with all reaſon even as good to hold him at 
. his firſt choice, eſpecially ſeeing 3. he knowes of a way 
howto gain her , and 4. ſees her already rewing her courſes, 
and ſaying , that ſhe will return to her firſt husband. All 
this 5. he will let it be ſeen , ' that he is not ſo unſtable as ſhe 
is, She could find in her heart to entertain others in his 
place (and ſurely ſhe was not ill to pleaſe that could take an 
1dol in his room) but yet he will make it manifeſt to all the 
world that he is God, and changes not, rherefore he will 
maintain his old kindneſs to her , and he will remember the 
love of her eſpouſals, the kindneis of her youth , for 6. dafe 
as ſhe 'was he had gotten more love of her in former times z 
than he h:d gotten ofall the world beſide. And thus the 
very caſe ſtands betwixt God and his debording children and- 
backfi:tding people to this day. * 
The third great Scripture. Truth here confirmed 
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Gods way with his people is not the manner of men. 2, Sans © 1 
at © J. 19. Hoſ, 6. 7. - They like men tranſgreſsed the coye- : 
ant Hoſ. 11.9, He like God,& like himſeli(for there's none _ 
ike him, tor if there were any like him he were not himſelf 
will not execute the fierceneſs of his anger, nor return to de-" 
Ntroy them , becauſe he is God , & not man. Ter.z, x. They 
ſay , if a man put away bis wife, and ſbe go frombim; aid 
Fbecome anotber mans _ he return to her agaain ? ſhall not 
| Zehe land be greatly polluted ? but thou haſt played the harlos 
| with many lovers, yet return again to JO the Lord. Now , . 
{ that Gods way with his people is not the manner of man 
' warrands them to_ expect from him not things ordinary , 
? for it was the greatneſs of his exraordinary kindneſs to David $ 
that made him ſayſo of God ; yea , it warrands them to look 
| for things beyondexpettation, Iſa. 64. 3. Thou didſt terrible 
thingsthat welook'r not for; more yea,it even warrandsthem 
- x E-toexpet aboveadmiration. Zach. 8. 6. If it be marvellous 
in the eyes of the remnant of this people in theſe dayes » 
| ſhouldit alſo be marvellous in my eyes,ſaith the. Lord of boſts 2 
and the ground of all is, 1ſa. 55. 9. As the heavens are higher 
| , chan the earth , ſo are the Lords wayes higher. than Gs 
| ' our wayes » and his thoughts than our thoughts, This is ſo- #4 
| | lemnely confirmed in the textpropoſed , where he hath ſuch | 
| # a ſtapendious ſtrange inference , a Therefore , that (confide- 
| $ ring what has been laſt.ſaid) all the world cannot tellrhe 


[8 wberefore. A therefore,tharifithadbeen left to all theworld 
'F to ſupply what followes it, conſidering what immediately 

| 3 | goes before : I doubt it could have entredinto any creatures 
"18 eartto have once 2ueſsed-it, She went after her lovers and 
2% forgat meſaich the Lord. Therefore I will allure her and 
'.£ comfort her. Tothis Therefore ,is well ſubjoyned Behold, 
'# Which obſeryation doth teach admiration of what we cannot 

'# reach to ſatisfa&ion. Only from this let us conſider , whe- 
-F ther thegreat ſin of limiting God be nottoo ordinary , (and 
therefore too little abhorred) an evill among us. We frame 
to our fancy a little modeſt God forſooth, that muſt not 
# take too much upon him, and by theſe fancies we model 

| 3 Sur prayers , and returns, and pardons of fin, and rs 
| ; 03 pro<: 
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efprovidences, andevents of diſpenfations , and all things; 
and if that be not ro have another God before the true God, 
I have not read my Bible right , nor do I underſtand the firſt 
Commandment, But now after I have wandered ſo long 
before (though I hope not beſide the purpoſe) I am bur yet, 
entring the wilderneſs. | ' 
A Wilderneſs is aland of darkneſs. Jer. 2. 31x. And while 
T but look into the wilderneſs, I am ſurrounded-with 
amyſterious tranſition of the particle Therefore. Bur while 
F begin to enter, and my feet ſtands even upon the borders 
of darkneſs, I ſzea light ſhining our of darkneſs. Pſ.119.130. 
The entrance of rhy words give light: it giveth underſtanding 
fo the fimple. This lights me over the borders, where 
being come T heara voice, which bids me behold , and be-, 
holding , ſeesa ſtrange, Therefore, and it is this, that the 
Lord by any means muſt have his peoples heart , andbe ſole 
owner of their love, without a rivall or partaker. *In the: 
cloſe of the former verſe. She forgat me , and could nor 
tell wherefore, except it was for my indulgence, and that - 
I ſpilt her with my too much kindneſs, as it is written , for 
my love they are mine enemies, but I will purſue her love , 
and purſue her heart, I will allure her, and would tell her 
this , wherefore now not for yourſakes do this, ſaith the 
Lord'God , be it known to you , be aſhamed and confoun- 
ded for your own wayes. O houſe of Iſrael. Ezek. 36. 32: 
Bur I will not tell her wherefore , but ſo it muſt be, there. 
fore I will allure her. And if my former kindneſs and in- 
dulgence be a fault (for the proſperity o ara deftoyes themy 
Prov. 1.32.that ſhall be amended. I will bring her to the wil- 
derneſs', for the is ſo wilde , that I muſttine her , before I | 
win her; I muſt kill her , before I make her alive; I muſt 
loſeher, beforeT find her; I muſt caſt her down before 1 
comfort her; - and therefore I will bring her to the wilder-_ 
neſs , and ſpeak comfortably to her; All this we are willed 
to behold, Therefore, behold. 
Inthe words we have four things diftin&aly to be confide- 
red.' x. The note of Obſervation Behold. 2. The inti- 


mation of the Churches condition , I will bring ber (09 
wil. 
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| wilderneſs. q- The Lords great deſigne upon his Church 'R 
®3n this and all other diſpenſations to her (I will allure her} | 
which rules all the viciſſicudes of her diverſe lots as means 
MHcpending on 2 due ſubordination upon this high end , where'- < 
Saco they are all to be reſolved , as intothe laſt cauſe and rea= ll 
Fon. The great defigne of the Lord upon his people, is as 
» he principles and fundamental propoſitions of ſciences , 
, *Fyhichproveall particular concluſtons, whilſt themſelves on- 
 FAIy remain unproven by inference, As being received by.e- 
*Fidence of all that are but acquaint with the tearms; For if © 
St be asked wherefore will God affli his people, and bring 
Zrhem to the wilderneſs? The anſwer is becauſe he will allure, 
Ther ; he muſt have her heart , as I ſaid before.” Burif it be-5 
& aſked » wherefore will he allure her? What ſees he in-her, 
#$ chat he ſhould courther for her kindneſs ?. That muſt anſwer 
M it ſelf, that is the Therefore thathas no Wherefore, even 714 
vMo O Lord, forit pleaſeththee. I ſhall conſider the juncture | 
& and coincidency of her afflictions, and his conſolations. I / 
BZ will bring her to the wilderneſs, and ſpeak comfortably 
xFxro her, 
.-Fherefore, Behold. _ From the firſt thing then, the note 
Bof Obſeryation , we have this Doctrine, T bat it is our duty 
IT (and weighty one) zo conſider the Lords way with bis people, 
# and bis works towards them. Therefore, Behoid &c. When 
3 God bids us behold , ſurely we ſhall have ſomething worth 
#cheſecing. Now that this is a concerning duty ſeriouſly to 
 Hobſerye the Lords wayes and works towards his people, is 
Feonfirmed by theſe three things from the Scriptures. The 
'$ 1,-is Scripture Commands tothis purpoſe , ſuch as the many 
"ABeholds, the Lord either prefixes or annexes to his work , 
-Fwhereof we have onein this place, and P/. 37. 37. weare 
#commandedtomark and behold both the end of the upright 
Þ and of the tranſgrefſours ; and tothe head of Commands (be- 
A cauſe Ilove not to multiply things without great neceſſity) I 
»** Mreferre all theſe things that are proper pertinents and pen- 
Fdicles ofa Command. 1x, Exhortation Ter. 2. 31. Ogene- 
| Wration, ſeecbe word of the Lord. 2. Complaints and ex- 
& poltulations, Iſa. 26. 1x. Lord. when thy band is lifted 
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' of the Lord, nor the operation of his bands. He ſhall de- 
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ation ofhis firſt piece of Creation ; and i the firſtedition of” *} 
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'up » they will not ſee.” 3, Promiſes ,:ſuch as Hof, 6.3.7 heh Thi 
ſhall ye know , if ye follow on to know the Lord. 4, [hreat- Ti 
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pings , ſuch as Þſ. 28, 5. Becauſe they regard not the works 


ftroy them and not build themup Pſ. 50. 22. Confider this yesFa 
that forget God, leſt I tear you in pieces , whe there ſhall 
be none to deliver, 5. Commendations, ſuch as Pf. to7. 
43- Whoſoiswiſe, ſball obſerve theſe things, &c. Hoſe * 
5f 9. And he that was a wiſe man , anda great obſerver', 2 
relles us Eccl.'2. 14. That the wiſe mans eyes are in bis bead, | 
6. We have alſo diſcommendarions and exprobrations, | 
wherewtth the Lord' up braids ſuch as obſerve not his wayes | 
and works. If. 42.19, They are deaf and blind , and will | 
not mg ok 4- 22." He calls them Sortrs,and the Pſalmiſt calls 
them Brutes. Pſ.y2.6. Then by the command of God , 
which 15 the undoubted determiner of duty , it is a neceſſar 
concerning duty to obſerve the Lords wayes and works tow _ 
wards his people. | | 
The 2, thing that confirmes the point is , that the works } 
-of God are wrought before his people, for that very end 
that they may obſervethem , and he makes his works known 
to men , that all men may obſerye him, Take butqne 
regnant place for this, Iſa, 4t, 20.' Thatrthey mayrſee and 
ow , and Conſider and underſtand togetber ,that the hand 
of the Lord hath done this.. And the holy one of Iſrael is|no - 
hypocrite , and yer he does all his works to be ſeen 
of men. F2 X47 ; 
- The 3. thing that confirmes this point is the uſefulneſs of ' i 
'the works of God. There's never a work of God , 'burithas #8 
ſome excellent inſtruction to men, that obſerve it well.Every,, {| 
work hath 2 word in its mouth, There is ſome thing of uſe” 
in every word God ſpeaks. God ſpeaks no idle words; \ 
Every word of God is pure; yea his words are like filver--, | 
rriedina furnace ſeven times. There's no droſsnor refuſe in_-,. 
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the Bible. Thelight of Iſrael and his holy ones worksare * A 
'no unfruitfull works , like the unfruitfull works of darkneſs, -- 


Gods works of providence are aninlargment and continiu- ' 4 
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"bew | Shis works was all very good, perfe&t andutieprovable z 

cat how excellent to admiration muſt 'the laſt edition after ſo 

VFRs many Bur whois wiſe to underſtand theſe things, and 

'de- Wrudent to know them 9 Who has theſe two uſefull volumns 

s yes df the words and works. of God boundin one, and makes 

all Mc yat .uſe-of them 1n their daily reading ? - But how ever, 

07. {Mmany are unlearned', and to many. the . book is ſealed ; yet 

of. *#ehere are rare things in the book .. ſo then , ſince the works 

r Hof Godare ſo uſctull, it concernes:us to obſerve them , all 

Fehings tending (even they alſoare intended) to our great ad- 

ZFvancage; and upon-this very uſefull conſideration we will 

X find- our ſelves obliged ſeriouſly to obſerve the Lords works 

& and wayes to-his peoole, except we cananſwer that queſtion, 

wherefore is a. price put into the hand of a fool, to get wiſ- 

dome , ſeeing be want a beart for it?- Prov.17, 16; I ſhall 

- normention here that which is (if nor-a ſtrong confirmation , 

# yer') a clearilluſtration of the dodtrine, Iris the practice 

of the Saints in Sctipture , who have been diligent. Students 

#8 of all the works of God univerſally and particularly of his 

wayesto his people ;. and ſome have been ſuch proficients by 

their obſeryations:, that they'have been able to leave us a 

perfect Chronicle with a diurnall account of the events in 

their time ;- as the Scripeure-Hiflorians. Others. have ſearch- 

ed ſo deep by the ſpeciall aſſiſtance of him, who ſearch- 

eth all things, even the deep things ofGod, as they have been 

able to frame us certain andeverlaſting Almanacks' of the 

| Stare of furure things, as the Prophets, Bur to'pals theſe, 

8 as. being a&ed-and aſſiſted by -an- extraordinary motion and 

8 meaſure of the 'Spirir of God; Look we through all the 

FIScriptures, how religious obſervers of. the works of God 

Fand his wayes, whether in generall to his people, or to'them- 

o& fzives in particular;, we find even: ordinary Saints extraor- 
dinary perſons in their ordinary converſations, 

> Now being convinced that *tis our concerning duty to 

dbſerve diligently the'works of God , and his diſpenſations 

to his people. The great queſtions required to be an{wered 

or bur furtherAtisfaGtion and better inſtrution in this duty' 

©, I. Whar are we ſpecially taught to obſerve in Gods 

[ C works 
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works and diſpenſations to his people £ 2. How are we to: 
obſerve the works of God Th 
Tothe 1. Queſtion then, be it preſuppoſed 3 TIT. That *%r 
there is no work of God , nor any thing in any. work of God, War 
how common and ordinary ſoever , that is not excellent and fe 
lorious 5 and worthy to be ſearched out. Pſ.x11. 2. 3>4. MC; 
Bur 2. Ofall the works of God ſome are more glorious and he 
obſervable than others, and of every work of God, ſome i, 
are more excellent and ſearch worthy than others. 3. That 7 
we are not able toobſerve, or take up fully any work of 
God , far leſs all his works Eccleſ. 8. 17. whereupon it fol- 
lowes in all reaſon. That we areto apply our ſelves tothe 
obſervation of ſome things , eſpecially 1n the works of God, 
otherwiſe, as by a perpertuall endleſs diyifibility of the leaſt 
continuous body (according.to the prncbes of Peripatetick | 
Philoſophy) a midges _ may beextended to a quantity 
able.to cover the outmoſt heavens. So the 'obſervation'of 
the meaneſt work of God may abundantly furniſh diſcourſe 
deducibleto perpetuity. But then , what ſhall become of 
ſhort breathed man (whoſe dayes are as an hand breadth)in 
the attempt of an impoſſibility © he muſt ly by the gate , and 
leave the reſt (as Italians do their cheſsplayes) to be told by 
his poſterity, Wherefore I ſhall but hint. compendiouſly at 
theſe foure: things chiefly to be ſeriouſly obſerved inthe 
works of Gods and his wayes towards his people, _ 
1. We. would coniider. and obſerve ſeriouſly the works - 
them ſelves, with all their circumſtances; and this is in part 
to-know: the. times. Know: what the Lord is doingto his 
peoplein.thetimes. None would be ſuch ſtrangers inTeru= 
alem, as pot to know:the things that happen there in theſs 
'dayes:” Luke 24.18.” David Pſ. 143. 5.canſay, I meditat”? - 
on all thyworks', I muſe on the;works of thy hands. We Þ 
might tlunk him a bad mariner, who being at ſea ſhould Fa 
-not at anytime be abletotell from what airth thewind does Mx 
blow.;: and we may think ima little betcer Chriſtian , who 
can give no account of the times, not of the work of God in * 
the times , and (it may be) cares not how.thewind blowes - 
upon the Church of God, + Every one that womld be works | 
| their 
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tO. Frheir room in the time z would ſtudy to be acquainted with 
*Fhe accident of divine diſpenſations in the time , not out of 
1t en Athenian curioſity but Chriſtian enquiry. - Bur if itbe 
>d, MRſked, how far itis betwixt Antioch and Athens, : or plain- 
nd v'aly what difference 1s there between Athenianicuriolity and 
4+ FChriſtianenquiry? It may not be amiſs (as Paul pafling by 
ad Fbeheld their devotion Act. 17. 23.) by the way.to take /no-, 
ne ice out of A. 17. 19,20, 21. of theſe three propertiesot, 
at TFAtheniarcurioſity which do difference it from Chriſtian eu-. 
Or Mquiry, x. It runs all upon new things; even the ancient. 
[- FFrhings of the Goſpel ; and the beſt things! in Gods diſpenſa- 
FFtions , if once they become old and ordinary , do not relith- 
with curioſity, 2. Curiofity ſatisfies it ſelf with hearing 
Wand telling theſe new things ; it hears tell, and tells what it 
hears and tells: thar it may tell ; and nothing elfe , as the 
Fextſayes, Ir is taken up with the report of things more 
an with the things , it is an empty airy thing, -' 2+ It1s 2 
Ttime-ſpending thing ; they ſpend their time » ſo ayes rhe 
WM Texc. - Curiofity like green herd well yponang tr, 
ZEmans purſe, and give liberally-6f that which 1snone 6 vits 
own. Let no man truſt his time:go-curiolity which will , 
Wbeſureto give him an account of all pent. But fop.burther 
Wzcisfaction the difference berwixt Athenian: Curtofticeand 
- Chriftian Enquiry , let all thatbwaenſidered y which xear to 
+ Mbeanſwered to both the queſtioucop.2 paned before y. upgy.2; 
- Particular ſurvey , whereof we. ſhall be able. to givemehy 
Fzaſtin& judgment: in the caſe gf this difference, Qnly 25 it 
_ "Fs kindneſs , nor curioſity.that makes. men enquire how.their 
Friends do; fo where there is-true kindneſs;to the people of 
—>$God ,. it will: kyth ina ſolicitous enquiry after,their.caſe un ' 
F. a8llthings. Bur as the man aſked Chriſt ,:who is then my 
neighbour? So may the Church and people of God'jifily 
Falk, whoare my friends? Shefees ſo many , asthe Levite 
paſs by her ,. on the one and other fide, who never turne afide 
"Moalk ſomuch as how ſhedoes , and to whom allis noynny 
*Fhat: ſhe ſuffers Lam, x. 12, 15 it nothing to: you,all 
Wrhatpaſs by? Remember then, that Cods works them» 
Efelves withall theycixcumſtances be duely conſidered. | + 
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works and diſpenſations to his people $ . 2. How are-wet®! 
obſerve the works of God ? | i 
Tothe x. Queſtion then, be it preſuppoſed, x. That ©; 
there is no work of God , nor any thing in any work of God, WſWafſ 
how common and ordinary ſoeyer , that is not excellent and Fly 
lorious 5 and worthy to beſearched out. Pſ.x11. 2, 34. WC. 
Bur 2. Ofall the works of God ſome are more glorious and KW be 
obſervable than others; and of every work of God, ſome Wi, 
are more excellent and ſearch worthy than others. 3. That 
we are not able toobſerve, or take up fully any work of 
God , far leſs all his works Eccleſ. 8. 17. whereupon it fol- 
lowes inallreaſon. That we areto apply our ſelves tothe 
obſervation of ſome things , eſpecially 1n the works of God, 
otherwiſe, as by a perperuall endleſs diyiſibility of the leaſt 
continuous body {according.to the promos of Peripatetick 
Philoſophy) a midges wing may beextended to a quantity 
able.to cover the outmoſt heavens. So the obſervation'of 
the meaneſt-work of God may abundantly furniſh diſcourſe 
deducibleto perpetuity. But then , whatſhall become of 
ſhort breathed man (whoſe dayes are as an hand breadth)in 
the attempt of an impoſſibility © he muſt ly by the gate , and 
leave the reſt (as Italrans do their cheſsplayes) to be told by: 
his poſterity, WhereforelI ſhall but hint. compendiouſly at 
theſe foure: things chiefly to be ſeriouſly obſerved inthe 
works of Gods and his wayes towards his people, | 
1. We. would conlider. and obſerve ferioufly the works - 
them ſelves, with all their circumſtances, and this is-4n part 
to-know:the. times. Know what the Lord is doingto his 
peoplein.the times. None would be ſuch ftrangers inTery= 
fſalem, as pot to know the things that happen there in theſs 1 
dayes:-. Luke 24.18." David Pſ. 143. 5.canſay, I meditat” - 
on all thyworks', 1 muſe on the;works of thy hands. We 7 
might think him a bad mariner, who being at ſea ſhould. 
[not at any'time-be abletotell from what airth the wind does 
blow ;: and we may think ima little betcer Chriſtian z who 
can give no account of the times, not of the work of God in 
the times z iand (1t may be) cares not how;thewind bloweg : 
upon the Church of Gag, - Every one that womld be wort 
their 
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their room in the time would ſtudy to be acquainted with 
the accident of divine diſpenſations in the time , pot out of - 
an Athenian curioſity , but Chriſtian enquiry. - But if itbe 


od, Waſked, how far itis betwixt Antioch and Athens, | or plain- 
and Fly what difference is there between A4thenianicuriofity and 
4+ Chriſtian enquiry? It may not be amiſs (as Paul pafling by 
ind BF beheld their devotion A&. 17. 23.) by the way.to take «no-, 
me tice out of AR. 17. 19, 20, 21. of theſe three propertiesot; 
at Atheniameuriolity which do difference it from-Chmſtiats en-. 


quir). Ix. It runs all upon new things; even the ancient 
l- F things of the Goſpel ; and the beſt things' in Godsdifpenſa- 
he | tions , if once they become old and ordinary , do nat reliſh: 
d, | with curioſity. 2. Curiofity ſatisfies it ſelf with hearing + 
Ut IF and telling theſe new things ; it hears tell , and tells what ic 
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